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any great mark or form any profound political attach-
ments. There was however a sufficient similarity of
background between Mr. Baldwin and himself to
promote the possibility of sympathetic association.
Mr. Chamberlain actually owed his first Ministerial
appointment in part to a desire to include a Chamber-
lain in a government of which Mr. Austen Chamber-
lain was not a member. But when once the way had
been opened to association between Mr. Baldwin
and himself, there grew up, if not intimacy, at any
rate a sympathy and understanding. Certain per-
sonal considerations assisted this development. Both
were antipathetic towards Mr. Lloyd George, and
both were held in very small esteem by him: Mr.
Baldwin was considered by Mr. Lloyd George to be
the least constructive element of his government, and
Mr. Chamberlain was "a good Lord Mayor of
Birmingham in a lean year." Both were distrustful
of brilliance as a political quality, and neither thought
it an easy quality in a colleague. Thus both were
included in Lord Birkenhead's collection of "second-
class brains"; and in later years neither fully appre-
ciated Mr. Churchill, nor in turn was fully appreci-
ated by him.

Mr. Chamberlain was consistently loyal to Mr.
Baldwin, even, as we have seen, to assuming the
ungrateful task of becoming chairman of the Party
organization when Mr. Baldwin's leadership was
being subjected to strong and not unreasonable
criticism. Whether this loyalty in fact led Mr.
Chamberlain into implicit approval of policies which
he would have done better to disapprove is a matter
which will be considered hereafter.

Consistently close to Mr. Chamberlain politically
and personally has been Sir Kingsley Wood. Sir
Kingsley Wood first came into political association
with Mr. Chamberlain as Parliamentary Secretary